
Winning Ugly: A Visual History Of The Most
Bizarre Baseball Uniforms Ever Worn
Baseball, the beloved American pastime, has a rich history filled with iconic
moments and legendary players. However, amidst the classic and elegant
uniforms that have graced the diamond over the years, there have also
been a few outliers—bizarre and unconventional designs that have left an
indelible mark on baseball's colorful tapestry.

1. The Cincinnati Red Stockings' "Ewe-nique" Uniforms (1869)

The Red Stockings, founded in 1869, were one of the first professional
baseball teams in the United States. Their uniforms were as distinctive as
their team name, featuring a navy blue flannel with white stripes and an
embroidered ram's head on the chest. The ram, a symbol of strength and
determination, was an unusual choice for a baseball team, but it set the
tone for the eccentric uniforms that would follow.
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2. The Brooklyn Atlantics' "Barnum & Bailey" Uniforms (1871)

The Atlantics, a rival team to the Red Stockings, took the concept of bizarre
uniforms to new heights. In 1871, they debuted uniforms designed by none
other than P.T. Barnum, the legendary circus impresario. The uniforms
were a flamboyant spectacle, featuring a red and blue striped jersey with
white stars, a white cap with a blue plume, and a black belt with red
buckles. The Atlantics' uniforms were a hit with the fans, but they drew
criticism from traditionalists who saw them as too flashy and
unsportsmanlike.

3. The Washington Nationals' "Spud" Uniforms (1913)

The Nationals, founded in 1899, experimented with several unconventional
uniforms over the years. However, their most peculiar design was the
"Spud" uniform of 1913. The uniforms were made of a lightweight wool
fabric and featured a brown plaid pattern with white stripes. The name
"Spud" came from the potato-like texture of the fabric, which was said to be
both comfortable and breathable. The Spud uniforms were an instant hit
with the players, but they were met with mixed reactions from fans.

4. The Chicago White Sox' "Hitless Wonders" Uniforms (1919)

The 1919 Chicago White Sox are infamous for their involvement in the
infamous Black Sox Scandal, in which several players were accused of
intentionally losing the World Series. However, before the scandal erupted,
the White Sox made headlines for their unusual uniforms. The uniforms
were a two-tone gray with white stripes and featured a large black "S" on
the chest. The "S" was meant to symbolize the team's "hitless wonders," a



nickname given to them after they struggled to score runs early in the
season.

5. The Philadelphia Phillies' "Powder Blues" Uniforms (1950)

The Phillies' powder blue uniforms are one of the most iconic and
recognizable designs in baseball history. The uniforms were introduced in
1950 and have been worn by the team in various iterations ever since. The
powder blue color was chosen by Phillies owner Bob Carpenter, who was
inspired by the blue uniforms worn by the University of North Carolina Tar
Heels. The Powder Blues have become synonymous with the Phillies and
are a fan favorite.

6. The Oakland Athletics' "Neon Nights" Uniforms (1971)

The Athletics, known for their innovative and colorful uniforms, debuted
their "Neon Nights" uniforms in 1971. The uniforms were made of a bright
yellow fabric with green and orange stripes. The team's owner, Charlie
Finley, was a big fan of bright colors and wanted his team to stand out on
the field. The Neon Nights uniforms were a success with the fans and
helped the Athletics become one of the most popular teams in baseball.

7. The Pittsburgh Pirates' "Bumblebee" Uniforms (1977)

The Pirates' Bumblebee uniforms are one of the most controversial and
polarizing designs in baseball history. The uniforms were introduced in
1977 and featured a black and yellow striped jersey with a yellow helmet.
The uniforms were inspired by the bumblebee, a symbol of hard work and
industry. The Bumblebee uniforms were met with mixed reactions from



fans, but they became a symbol of the Pirates' resurgence in the late
1970s.

8. The Seattle Mariners' "Wave Machine" Uniforms (1989)

The Mariners' Wave Machine uniforms are one of the most unique and eye-
catching designs in baseball history. The uniforms were introduced in 1989
and featured a blue and green color scheme with a wave pattern on the
jersey. The uniforms were inspired by the waves of the Puget Sound, which
are visible from the Mariners' home stadium. The Wave Machine uniforms
were a popular with the fans and helped the Mariners become one of the
most popular teams in the league.

9. The Arizona Diamondbacks' "Serpent" Uniforms (1998)

The Diamondbacks, a new expansion team in 1998, embraced the desert
environment of their home state with their unique serpent uniforms. The
uniforms were a silver-gray color with a snake-skin pattern on the jersey.
The Diamondbacks' logo, a stylized rattlesnake, was prominently displayed
on the chest. The serpent uniforms were a hit with the fans and helped the
Diamondbacks become one of the most successful expansion teams in
baseball history.

10. The Los Angeles Angels' "Camouflage" Uniforms (2007)

The Angels' camouflage uniforms are one of the most controversial and
divisive designs in baseball history. The uniforms were introduced in 2007
and featured a digital camouflage pattern on the jersey. The uniforms were
designed to honor the military and veterans, but they were met with



criticism from some fans who felt they were inappropriate for a baseball
game.

The bizarre and unconventional uniforms of baseball's past may not have
always been met with universal acclaim, but they have undoubtedly left a
lasting impression on the sport. From the Red Stockings' ewe-nique
uniforms to the Mariners' Wave Machine uniforms, these designs have
pushed the boundaries of baseball fashion and added a touch of
eccentricity to the game. Whether you love them or hate them, these
bizarre uniforms are a testament to the creativity and imagination of those
who helped shape the history of baseball.
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