
Undivided: Neal Shusterman's Chilling
Exploration of a Dystopian Society
In the literary realm of dystopian fiction, Neal Shusterman stands as a
master weaver of intricate and thought-provoking narratives. His latest
novel, "Undivided," transports readers to a future where unity and
conformity reign supreme, but the pursuit of such an ideal comes at a
harrowing cost. This article delves into the depths of Shusterman's
dystopian creation, examining its haunting themes, complex characters,
and the chilling consequences of a society that suppresses individuality.

A Dystopian Vision:

Undivided unfolds in a society where the pursuit of unity has led to the
eradication of all forms of individuality. The government, known as the
United States of America (USA),has instilled a strict system of conformity,
where citizens are assigned roles and identities based on their genetic
makeup. The consequences of deviating from these assigned roles are
severe, resulting in exile or even termination.
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Within this oppressive society, we meet three compelling characters:
Conner, Cam, and Risa. Conner, a "Unwind," is destined to be harvested
for his organs to benefit those deemed more valuable by society. Cam, a
"Psyche," possesses the ability to see into the minds of others, a power
that makes him a threat to the government's control. Risa, a "Proactive," is
tasked with enforcing the laws of the USA and ensuring the conformity of its
citizens.

The Price of Conformity:

As the novel unfolds, the characters embark on a perilous journey to
escape the clutches of the USA. Their flight becomes a testament to their
unwavering desire for freedom and individuality. Along the way, they
encounter a network of rebels known as the Hoppers, who provide them
with sanctuary and a glimpse of a life beyond conformity.

However, Shusterman's dystopian vision does not offer easy answers. The
pursuit of individuality comes at a price, as the characters face moral
dilemmas and witness the devastating consequences of their actions. The
novel raises profound questions about the nature of choice, the sacrifices
one must make for freedom, and the true meaning of unity.

Cyberpunk and Dystopian Elements:

Undivided is a skillful blend of cyberpunk and dystopian elements. The
setting is characterized by advanced technology, particularly in the field of
genetics and mind control. The government's use of technology to monitor
and control its citizens creates a chilling atmosphere of surveillance and
oppression.



Moreover, Shusterman explores the darker implications of genetic
engineering and its potential to create a society divided between those
deemed valuable and those considered expendable. The novel's dystopian
elements resonate with real-world concerns about the ethical implications
of genetic technologies.

Characters and Relationships:

Neal Shusterman's characters are complex and relatable, each grappling
with their own struggles and motivations. Conner, the Unwind, embodies
the yearning for freedom and a sense of identity beyond his assigned role.
Cam, the Psyche, struggles with the moral weight of his abilities and the
consequences of using them.

Risa, the Proactive, is torn between her duty to enforce the law and her
growing doubts about the society she serves. The interactions between
these characters are nuanced and emotionally charged, adding depth and
layers to the novel's narrative.

Style and Symbolism:

Shusterman's writing in Undivided is characterized by its lyrical beauty and
thought-provoking imagery. He weaves a tapestry of metaphors and
symbols that lend depth and resonance to the novel's themes.

The recurring motif of "unwinding" is a poignant reminder of the
dehumanizing nature of the USA's policies. The characters' flight from the
clutches of the government is both a physical and metaphorical journey,
representing their struggle for freedom and self-discovery.

:



Neal Shusterman's "Undivided" is a powerful and haunting exploration of a
dystopian society that suppresses individuality and freedom. Through its
complex characters, compelling plot, and thought-provoking themes, the
novel challenges readers to confront their own beliefs about unity and the
price of conformity. Undivided is a timely tale that resonates with our
present-day concerns about technology, ethics, and the dangers of a
society that values control over individual expression.
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Teaching large ESL classes can be a challenge, but it's definitely
possible with the right strategies. Here are 79 ESL activities, games,
and...
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Morgenstern: A Classic Tale of True Love and
High Adventure
Morgenstern is a classic tale of true love and high adventure. Set in a
medieval world, the story follows the journey of Morgenstern, a young...
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