
Partial Truths: How Fractions Distort Our
Thinking

We live in a world of fractions. From the time we're born, we're constantly
dividing things up: our time, our money, our energy. And while fractions can
be a useful way to represent quantities, they can also be misleading.
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That's because fractions only tell part of the story. They don't take into
account the whole, and they can make it difficult to compare different
quantities. As a result, fractions can lead us to make incorrect assumptions
and decisions.

The Problem with Fractions

One of the biggest problems with fractions is that they can make it difficult
to compare different quantities. For example, consider the following two
fractions:
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Which fraction is larger? At first glance, it might seem like 3/4 is larger,
because it has a larger numerator. However, if we take a closer look, we'll
see that 1/2 is actually equal to 0.5, while 3/4 is equal to 0.75. So, 3/4 is
actually larger than 1/2.

This example shows how fractions can be misleading. If we only look at the
numerators, we might conclude that 3/4 is larger than 1/2. However, if we
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take into account the whole, we'll see that 1/2 is actually equal to 0.5, while
3/4 is equal to 0.75. So, 3/4 is actually larger than 1/2.

Another problem with fractions is that they can lead us to make incorrect
assumptions. For example, consider the following statement:

"Half of the students in my class are girls."

This statement is technically true, but it can be misleading. If we only look
at the fraction, we might conclude that there are an equal number of boys
and girls in the class. However, if we take into account the whole, we'll see
that there might be more boys than girls in the class.

This example shows how fractions can lead us to make incorrect
assumptions. If we only look at the fraction, we might conclude that there
are an equal number of boys and girls in the class. However, if we take into
account the whole, we'll see that there might be more boys than girls in the
class.

How to Avoid the Pitfalls of Fractions

There are a few things you can do to avoid the pitfalls of fractions. First,
always take into account the whole. Don't just look at the numerator or
denominator. Second, be careful about making assumptions. Don't assume
that a fraction is larger or smaller than another fraction just because it has a
larger or smaller numerator. Finally, use decimals whenever possible.
Decimals are more precise than fractions, and they can help you avoid
making incorrect assumptions.



Fractions can be a useful way to represent quantities, but they can also be
misleading. By understanding the pitfalls of fractions, you can avoid making
incorrect assumptions and decisions.
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Teaching large ESL classes can be a challenge, but it's definitely
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Morgenstern: A Classic Tale of True Love and
High Adventure
Morgenstern is a classic tale of true love and high adventure. Set in a
medieval world, the story follows the journey of Morgenstern, a young...
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