Mastering Idioms, Phrasal Verbs,
Collocations, and Slang for IELTS Vocabulary
Builder

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is widely
recognized as a benchmark for English proficiency. To attain a high score in
IELTS, candidates need to possess a comprehensive vocabulary that
includes not only common words but also more advanced language
elements such as idioms, phrasal verbs, collocations, and slang.
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This article aims to provide a comprehensive guide to these essential
language elements, helping you expand your vocabulary and enhance your
overall IELTS performance.

Idioms
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ldioms are phrases or expressions that have a figurative meaning that
cannot be understood from the literal meaning of the individual words. For
example, the idiom "kick the bucket" literally means to kick a bucket, but it
figuratively means to die.

ldioms are frequently used in both spoken and written English, and they
add color and vividness to language. However, their figurative nature can
make them challenging for non-native speakers to understand and use
correctly.

To improve your understanding of idioms, try the following:

= Read widely in English, paying attention to how idioms are used in
context.

= Use an idiom dictionary or online resources to look up the meaning
and usage of unfamiliar idioms.

= Practice using idioms in your own speech and writing.

Phrasal Verbs

Phrasal verbs are verbs that are combined with prepositions or adverbs to
create new meanings. For example, the verb "take" can be combined with
the preposition "off" to create the phrasal verb "take off," which means to
remove something.

Phrasal verbs are very common in English, and they can be used to
express a wide range of meanings. However, they can also be confusing
for non-native speakers, as the meaning of a phrasal verb cannot always
be predicted from the meaning of the individual words.



To improve your understanding of phrasal verbs, try the following:
= Read widely in English, paying attention to how phrasal verbs are used
in context.

= Use a phrasal verb dictionary or online resources to look up the
meaning and usage of unfamiliar phrasal verbs.

= Practice using phrasal verbs in your own speech and writing.

Collocations

Collocations are groups of words that are frequently used together. For
example, the words "make" and "decision" are often used together to form
the collocation "make a decision."

Collocations are important because they help to make our language more
fluent and natural. However, they can also be challenging for non-native
speakers to learn, as they are not always logical or predictable.

To improve your understanding of collocations, try the following:

= Read widely in English, paying attention to how collocations are used

in context.

= Use a collocation dictionary or online resources to look up the meaning
and usage of unfamiliar collocations.

= Practice using collocations in your own speech and writing.

Slang



Slang is a type of informal language that is often used by a particular group
of people. For example, the slang term "sick" is often used by young people
to mean "cool" or "awesome."

Slang can be a fun and creative way to express yourself. However, it is
important to use slang appropriately, as it can be confusing or offensive to
people who are not familiar with it.

To improve your understanding of slang, try the following:

= Listen to music, watch movies, and read books that feature characters
who use slang.

= Talk to people who use slang and ask them to explain the meaning of
unfamiliar terms.

= Use online resources to look up the meaning and usage of unfamiliar
slang terms.

Mastering idioms, phrasal verbs, collocations, and slang is essential for
achieving a high score in IELTS. By expanding your vocabulary in these
areas, you will be able to express yourself more fluently and accurately,
and you will be better equipped to understand the language used in IELTS
test materials.

Remember, language learning is a journey that takes time and effort. With
consistent practice and dedication, you can master these essential
language elements and achieve your IELTS goals.
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