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What is Anthropology?

Anthropology is the study of human culture. Anthropologists seek to
understand how people live, how they organize their societies, and how
they make sense of the world around them. Anthropology is a broad field
that encompasses a wide range of topics, including:

Social organization

Political systems

Economic systems

Religion

Art

Language
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Material culture

Anthropologists use a variety of methods to study human culture, including:

Fieldwork

Participant observation

Interviews

Surveys

Ethnography

Fieldwork is the most important method used by anthropologists. Fieldwork
involves living in a community for an extended period of time in order to
observe and learn about the local culture. Anthropologists who conduct
fieldwork typically live with a host family and learn the local language. They
may also participate in local activities and events.

The Key Concepts of Anthropology

Anthropologists use a number of key concepts to understand human
culture. These concepts include:

Culture

Society

Symbolism

Ritual

Myth



Culture is the sum total of the shared beliefs, values, customs, and
behaviors of a group of people. Culture is transmitted from generation to
generation through socialization. Society is a group of people who share a
common culture and territory. Symbolism is the use of symbols to represent
something else. Rituals are structured activities that are repeated in a
specific way. Myths are stories that explain the origins of the world and the
human condition.

The Ethical Considerations of Anthropology

Anthropologists must take a number of ethical considerations into account
when conducting their research. These considerations include:

Informed consent

Anonymity and confidentiality

Respect for local customs

Avoiding harm

Informed consent means that participants in anthropological research must
be fully informed of the purpose of the research and the potential risks and
benefits of participation. Anonymity and confidentiality mean that
participants' identities should be protected in research publications.

Respect for local customs means that anthropologists must be respectful of
the local culture and customs. Avoiding harm means that anthropologists
must not do anything that could harm participants in their research.

How to Think Like an Anthropologist

To think like an anthropologist, you need to be able to:



Observe and describe human behavior

Identify and analyze cultural patterns

Understand the relationship between culture and society

Apply anthropological concepts to real-world problems

You can develop these skills by reading anthropological literature, taking
anthropology courses, and conducting your own anthropological research.
By thinking like an anthropologist, you will be able to gain a deeper
understanding of human culture and the human condition.

Anthropology is a fascinating and rewarding field of study. By thinking like
an anthropologist, you will be able to gain a deeper understanding of
human culture and the human condition. Anthropology can help you to see
the world from a different perspective and to appreciate the diversity of
human experience.
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79 ESL Activities, Games, and Teaching Tips for
Big Classes (20+ Students)
Teaching large ESL classes can be a challenge, but it's definitely
possible with the right strategies. Here are 79 ESL activities, games,
and...

Morgenstern: A Classic Tale of True Love and
High Adventure
Morgenstern is a classic tale of true love and high adventure. Set in a
medieval world, the story follows the journey of Morgenstern, a young...
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